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Explorers are urged to look for the rural culture elements in each town —                        
architecture, art, commerce, cuisine, customs, geography, history, and people. 
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THE EXPLORER 

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT SMALL 

TOWNS WHEN YOU EXPLORE 

 

   Don’t judge.  Have no expectations.  These are 
the two most important things about exploring a 
small town.  Know these towns for who they are, 
not for how you want them to be.  Get to know 
them in their daily reality..  Conversations with peo-
ple almost always change how you’ll see the town. 
 

PRACTICAL DETAILS 
 

 Cafes and stores are most often closed on  
Sundays and Mondays. 

 

 Fill up your gas tank when you can.  Not every 
town on the map has gas pumps. 

 

 Many places don’t take debit or credit cards.  
Make sure you have cash or ask before you 
buy. 

 

 Public restrooms are sometime hard to find.  
The best approach is to ask a store where one 
is and they may let you use theirs. 

 

ABOUT EXPLORING 
 

 About 65% of churches will be open.  Be respect-
ful.  You’ll find unique characteristics in each one. 

 

 If stores are closed (or there are none) observe 
the architecture downtown and in the residential 
areas.   

 

 Grocery stores often have delis in the back. 
 

 Postmasters, librarians, and city clerks are   
often the best in a small town to answer ques-
tions — and guys at the co-op. 

 

 Cemeteries are always open and you’ll learn a 
lot about a town here.  When you find a stone 
with Ole Aarstad’s name, you know you’re in 
the Norwegian cemetery near Everest1.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Explorer Research Voyage Update 
   We’ve now researched 238 incorporated cities and 
countless unincorporated towns in 43 counties.   Only 
388 towns in 62 counties to go before the guidebook 
research is complete.  
 

COUNTIES WE’VE RESEARCHED 
 

Allen, Barton, Brown, Cheyenne, Decatur, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Ford, Geary, Gove, Graham, Grant, Greeley, 
Harper, Jackson, Jewell, Kingman, Kiowa, Lane, Lincoln, 
Linn, Logan, Marion*, Marshall, McPherson, Morris, 
Norton*, Ottawa, Pawnee, Pratt, Rawlins, Reno,      
Republic, Rice, Russell, Scott, Shawnee, Stafford, 
Washington, Trego, Wallace, Wichita and Woodson.   
*not quite done  

 ST. BRIDGET, AXTELL 
 

Visit this historic Catholic 
church 6 1/2 miles north 
of Axtell2 on 30th Road.  
No longer open for ser-
vices, you are welcome 
inside if you can maneuver 
the latch.   

Look for yard art!  This mail 
box was found on a side 
street in Durham3. 

 

KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN! 

Two mini-castles are found 
at Lincolnville3.  One in 
town.  One on the outskirts. 
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NATURAL LANDMARK TRIP 

   If you’ve not been to these natural landmarks, it’s a 
rock-solid guarantee that you’ll see Kansas with new 
eyes.   Come along on this trip to Cedar Bluff Reservoir 
in Trego County, Castle Rock and Monument Rocks 
(aka Chalk Pyramids) in Gove County, Mount Sun-
flower in Wallace County, and the Arikaree Breaks in 
Cheyenne County. 
   For the Cedar Bluff site and Castle Rock you’ll want 
the sportiest vehicle in your garage. 
 

CEDAR BLUFF RESERVOIR (Trego Co.4) 

SCENIC OVERLOOK 
 

   One mile north on 290 off of AA road.  On Z Road, 
turn east for 1 mile to top of lookout.  On the south-
west side of the lake is AA Road.  Turn north on 290th 
and then east on Z Road to the overlook parking lot.    
   It’s not the easiest place to find but the half-mile  
expanse of 100-foot chalk bluffs is a scene unlike any-
thing else in Kansas.  If you’re feeling sure-footed,    a 
path along the rocky edge will give you a spectacular 
view of the two sides of the bluffs above the lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CASTLE ROCK and the BADLANDS, Gove Co. 5   
 

One route to Castle Rock is from the Quinter exit 
(#107) off of I-70.  Go south on Gove 74 for 6 1/2 
miles, west on Gove T for one mile, south on Gove 72 
(Castle Rock Road) for 9 miles, east on Gove K for 4 
miles, then north on Gove 80 for 1 1/2 miles.  This will 
bring you to a sign that 
says Castle Rock.  
Turn in to this field 
driveway and cross the 
cattle guard.  At the 
fork, stay left.  Castle 
Rock, a true sentinel of the plains, was just one mile 
south of the Butterfield Dispatch Trail which passed 
here in 1865.                        Continued next column. 

Continue on the trail 
to the badlands.  
These ancient chalky 
formations are grand 
as a playground, as a 
photo subject, or as a 
place to just relish 
that a landowner  
allows people to en-
joy these eroding 
landmarks.  
 

WARNING:  A SUV 
or 4-wheel drive is 
the best vehicle for 
this very-rutted field 
driveway. YOU MUST 
turn around and go 

back as you came before the final turn west after the 
badlands.   

 

MONUMENT ROCKS (Chalk Pyramids), Gove Co. 5 
   There are several ways to get to the Pyramids.  The 
easiest is off of U.S. 83. (See 8wonders.org).   Eighty 
million years ago this area was an open ocean.  Now 
fossils abound at this National Natural Landmark.  
Please don’t climb on the formations.  Sit and enjoy! 
   

   When you leave Monument Rocks, head south on 
Gove 16 for about 2 1/2 miles, then turn west on Gove 
E for 4 miles (at some point it becomes Elk Road).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
    
 
 
 

There should be a sign here directing you to Keystone 
Gallery.  At County Road 450 turn south for a mile, 
then west again on Dakota for about 1 1/2 miles.  It will 
lead you directly to Keystone Gallery and we recom-
mend stopping here.    
 

MOUNT SUNFLOWER, Wallace Co. 6 
The highest point in Kansas 

   From Weskan in Wallace County, continue 3 miles 
west on U.S. 40, then 10 1/2 miles north on Road 3, 
then 1 mile west.                              Continued on p. 3 

Featuring the rural culture element of geography... 
 

EXPLORER ITINERARY #1 

All of these except Cedar Bluff Reservoir were 8 Wonders of Kansas winners or finalists. 
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Featuring the rural culture element of customs... 

GOLF COURSES 

 

COW PADDY GOLF COURSE, Grinnell5.  The 9-hole 
grass-green course is much nicer than the name.  
Constructed in a cow pasture, it’s a self-pay course.  
Cross the track on north Adams (the main street).   
  
WATERVILLE GOLF COURSE2.  Built by volunteers 
and nestled in a valley, this 9-hole grass-green course 
operates with a self-pay station.  It’s located one mile 
east of Waterville on K-9/U.S. 77. 

LET’S GO 
ELEMENT EXPLORING! 

 

ARCHITECTURE 
 

PARACHUTE BUILDING, 
Pratt8. A what?  This 40-foot 
tall building was so-named 
because it was used to dry, 
inspect, clean and reassem-
ble parachutes used by B-29 
crews in World War II.  Listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2009,  it’s 
located at the former Pratt 
Army Airfield   3 miles north 
of Pratt on U.S. 281. 
 
 

 
Cotton hose drying building, Kingman9.  You’ll find 
an 80-foot-high cotton-hose drying tower in the 1888 
fire station, now the Kingman County Museum at 400 
N. Main.  Open Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

Grainfield5 Opera House.  
It’s a Mesker front and it was 
shipped from St. Louis.  A 
“Mesker” is the name of a 
company and it was known for 
façades that consist of sheet-
metal panels stamped with 
decorative motifs.  Recently 
restored, this 1887 opera 
house is a masterpiece in 
downtown Grainfield. 
 
 

 
ART 

 

HISTORICAL MURALS, Junction City10.  Artists 
Amber Hansen and Nicholas Ward were under 30 
when they painted the murals in the C.L. Opera 
House, 135 W. 7th, Junction City.  Whether you at-
tend a show or not, it’s worth going in just to see 
these murals that showcase the history of the area. 
 

ALLERTON MURAL, Hiawatha1.  A colorful mural 
painted by Ron Allerton in 1961 is found on the sec-
ond floor of the clock tower building (new history cen-
ter).  It de-
picts Brown 
County’s  
agricultural 
history and 
an imagined 
future for ag. 
 
 
 

Continued from p. 2 

NATURAL KANSAS LANDMARKS 
 

MOUNT SUNFLOWER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  In 1961, the U.S. Geological Survey recognized this 
spot in Ed Harold’s cattle pasture as having the highest 
elevation in Kansas, 4,039 above sea level.  Though 
most people are able to reach the summit, it’s a treat to 
get there to see the handiwork of Ed commemorating 
the site and sharing the Harold family connection to the 
area.   
 

THE ARIKAREE BREAKS, Cheyenne Co. 7 
   Head to the most northwest county in Kansas, Chey-
enne, to find a place unlike any other in the state.  To 
find the craggy and rugged canyons in the state, head 
north from the Benton and Washington intersection in 
St. Francis, cross the Republican River bridge, and turn 
right at the first fork. The first great view will be about 
14 miles north.  Once you get to Nebraska, go west 
until K-27 and come back south again.  Take the Dev-
il’s Gap turnoff for some of the steepest views.  Flat 
cropland shows up when you don’t expect it.   Native 
American history is rich here in the canyons and short 
grass prairie.  Take the turn to the 3-state corner, too! 



WELCOME TO THE  

EXPLORER FAMILY!   

This is a list of those who have joined 
since the last newsletter. 

 

#6329 Marc McFarland, Glasco 
#6330 Travis & Cheyenne (Erichsen)  
           Schulte, Mankato 
#6331 John & Debra Dyer, Wamego 
#6332 Roger & Sheila Brown, Alta Vista 
    Gift from #6121 Molly & Jason  
    Siemens & family 
#6333 Jane Shelton, Topeka 
    Gift from #6204 Dottie Thompson 
#6334 Bill & Cecceila Pierson, Topeka 
    Gift from #1806 Charlie Wooster 
#6335 Bob & Kay Papineau, Caney 
    Gift from #1053 Wendall Shaw 
#6336 Mick Lowe, Lawrence 
#6337 Carol Mongold, Topeka 
#6338 Mary Lou Warren, Minneola 
#6339 Debbie Neill, Wichita 
#6340 Adam, Alisha, Dylan, Dayton, &  
          Taveon Tucker, Topeka   Gift from 
          #3460 Don & Shelia Lampe 
#6341 Larry & Karla Rodehorst, Topeka 
#6343 Jon, Patricia, Marissa, & Kyle  
           Stubbs, Derby.  
           Gift from #6277 Sherry Heinrichs 
#6344 Charleen Mankameyer, Shawnee 
#6345 Tom Puent, Wichita 
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Continued from p. 3 
 

LET’S GO ELEMENT EXPLORING! 

  

COMMERCE 
 

Have fun looking and buying in these antique shops: 
 

Old Czech Country Store, W. U.S. 36,  
Oberlin11.  Great prices for lots of good stuff.  
785.475.3009.  
 

Bearly Makin’ It Antiques, 308 Main,  Mari-
on3.  Store inventory and then out in a field 
you’ll find neatly arranged items in bulk from 
metal lawn chairs to doors.   620.382.2127. 
 

Copper Shed, 1832 140th, Marion3. It’s out 
in the country but worth the drive to see room 
after room of antiques, copper art, and Christ-
mas items. Call ahead 620.382.2041. 

 
76 

Sunflower Mercantile, 212 E. Railroad (main street), Barnes12.     
Includes architectural salvage items.  785.763.4052.  
Flint  Hills Gypsies, 111 N. Walnut, Peabody3.  They have “anything 
odd, unique, retro, funky and definitely cool”. 620.947.1606.  
Rusty & Weathered, 211 6th, Greenleaf12.  Find lots of iron works 
here, some of which are repurposed.  Impressive! 785.747.2689 
Warehouse 414, 414 SE 2nd, Topeka13.  If you have a couple of ex-
tra thousand dollars and love high-style vintage furnishings and art, go 
shopping in this 13,000 square foot warehouse!  Warehouse414.com.   
 

CUSTOMS 
Want to see a huge waffle iron collection?  
Head to the Pratt8 County Museum, 212 S. 
Ninnescah.  620.672.7874. 
 

There just can’t be a larger vintage camera 
collection than the one at the Washington12 

County Museum at 216 Ballard.  
785.325.2198. 
 

CUISINE 
ERV has turned up some more restaurants that do chicken fried steak 
the Explorer Way (fresh meat, hand-breaded, pan or grill fried).   

 Bradley’s Café, 844 N. Kansas, North Topeka (785.235.0086) 
 Miss Marie’s, 101 W. Parallel, Clifton12 (785.455.2010) 
 Country Café, 401 S. Main (U.S. 54), Mullinville14 (620.548.2568).  
 Auntie M’s, 503 Main, Florence3.  (620.878.4382). 

 

GEOGRAPHY:  Crystal Springs, Florence3  
  

A 1949 building houses the pumping 
equipment used to transport  
water to the Florence water tower.  
370 gallons per minute can be 
pumped to the water tower with a 
large amount of overflow gurgling into 
the creek below the house.  With a 
path in the rock above the house, this 
is a park-like area.  Go north on main 

street to Hillcrest Cemetery.  Continue on this road and cross the Cot-
tonwood River bridge.  The road veers to the left and crosses another 
creek.  Turn right onto Whitetail Road for a quarter mile and then turn 
right into the lane to Crystal Springs. 

HISTORY 
 

The Decatur County Museum in Oberlin 
has one of the best collections of 
cooking, household, and medicinal 
product containers as displayed in 
their general store building.  They also 
have done an excellent job outfitting 
their one-room schoolhouse with 
books, materials, maps and more. 
 

A fun display in a small room at the 
Pratt Education Center tells about the 
history of Kansas Wildlife and Parks.  
2 miles east of Pratt on U.S. 54, then 
east 1 mile on 25th Avenue.  Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 
Learn about 
the beautiful 
women of 
Kansas at 
the Miss 
Kansas  
Pageant  

display at the Pratt County Museum, 
212 S. Ninnescah.  620.672.7874. 
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FINDING TREASURES IN 

SOUTHERN PRATT COUNTY8 

 

   Are you ready for a sweet type of trip?  Find Pratt on 
your map and then look south because you’ll be going to 
Coats, Sawyer, and to the Isabel Wetlands just north of 
the Barber County town of Isabel. 
 

COATS:  At 404 Main, pull up to 
the curb when you see a Dakota 
sandstone wall bordering a side-
walk.  Sandstone rocks and petri-
fied wood are found in arches, 
sculptures, and shapes. Knock at 
the door and if Patsy and Gordon 
are home, ask them if you can 
walk around in the garden.  Right 
now it’s like a secret garden but 
you can still appreciate that 
Frank Lockert developed this area in the 1930s.  
 

SAWYER:  Family Food Store, 201 S. Main, is the work-
ing laboratory for Greg Wolf’s German Baptist home 
schooled children. 

They learn to bake, handle merchandise, deal with cus-
tomers, and run a business.  The family is as delightful 
as their incredible caramel nut rolls, cherry rolls, cinna-
mon rolls are yummy.  Open Thursday 11 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Friday 7 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 
ISABEL WETLANDS 
AREA:   Anytime you 
can add an adobe 
barn to your itinerary it 
makes for a perfect 
trip!  It’s easiest to get 
to the barn by going 
to Isabel and then go  
one mile on K-42,  

then north 1 1/4 miles on 110th Ave.  Located on Kansas 
Dept. of Wildlife and Park property, the barn is always 
open and waiting to show and tell you about the adobe 
brick used in the barn.  The adobe is exposed and there 
are explanations inside and out of the barn.   

Featuring the rural culture element of geography... 
 

METEORITES to BELVIDERE14 

    

KANSAS METEORITE 
MUSEUM, Haviland14.  
A room full of meteor-
ites, and want-to-be-
meteorites, of all sizes 
is where this adventure 
begins.  Actually it   
began 20,000 years ago 
when the Brenham me-
teoroid, named for the 
closest town, landed in 
this area. These mete-
orites are a rare stony-
iron type and you can 
touch them, see the insides, and try to lift one!  Don 
and Sheila Stimpson can answer all your astronomy, 
science, and physics questions.  It’s free to visit this 
unique spot in the countryside.   
 

DIRECTIONS:  Between Haviland and Greensburg on 
U.S. 54 go south on 45th Street for two miles, then 1/2 
mile west on K Street.  Signage will lead you off the 
sandy road to the museum.  Open Friday-Sunday 1-6 
p.m. or call 620.723.2318.  
 

BACKROADS TO BEAUTY:  You’re in the cusping 
area  of three eco systems:  Arkansas River Low-
lands, the High Plains, and the Red Hills.  From the 
Kansas Meteorite Museum you’ll start off on sandy 

roads and 
by the time 
you get to 
Belvidere 
you’ll have 
seen Medi-
cine River 
(in the pic-
ture) out-
croppings, 

valleys, vistas and views of red hills from a distant.  
You’ll also be driving through open range so as soon 
as you cross a cattle guard remember that the bovine 
have the right of way.   
DIRECTIONS:  From the museum go west to 43rd 
Street (you can start on 43rd from U.S. 54, too).      
Go south until M Road and then go east a couple of 
miles to 76th.  Travel southeast on 76th Road, a wind-
ing road, until you get to Belvidere.  This picture is 
from a route on 73rd but we heard that 76th was even 
more scenic.  No gas in Belvidere so fill up and grab 
something to drink before you head out.   

EXPLORER ITINERARY #2 and #3  

   Some remote explorer-y places in the state require good old-fashioned map-reading and use of the 
DeLorme Kansas Atlas and Gazetteer as well as awareness of directions.  Warning:  Google maps 
and the GPS are not always correct. 
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#2500 Ann Zimmerman & Dexter  
           Eggers, Salina 
#2553 Beverly Aiken, Havana 
#2645 Ken & Iralee Barnard, Hope 
#3001 Bernice Hostetler, North Newton 
#3053 R A & Terry Edwards,  
           Hutchinson 
#3087 Gwen Warner, Anthony 
#3094 David, Kim, Anna, John, Cara  
           & Leah Criswell, Wilson 
#3223 John Rich, Shawnee 
#3276 Mary Alice Pacey, Washington 
#3303 Ruth Clark, Oakley 
#3308 Rachel Lyle, Lawrence 
#3339 Anne & Rich Bailey, Lawrence 
#3451 Dorothy Filson, Wichita 
#3460 Shelia & Don Lampe, Piqua 
#3499 Ralph Rust, Andover 
#3505 Sue Parker, Salina 
#3566 Bill & Marilyn Bunyan,  
           Manhattan 
#3571 Eve Hill, Wichita 
#3699 Glenda Kelly, Lawrence 
#3710 George & Jennifer Coleman,  
           Wichita 
#3964 Sally Hayes, Wichita 
#4028 Carol Redding, St. Francis 
#4047 Kathleen Bristol, Portis 
#4054 Janelda Harkness, Ness City 
#4090 Beverley & George Wilson,  
           Lawrence 
#4200 Janet Horner & Michael Eravi,  
            Lawrence 
#4210 Jim & Betty Lu Duncan, Olathe 
#4389 Karol McChesney, Munden 
#4412 Mary Jane Hurley, Concordia 
#4457 Jeanene French, Leoti 
#4624 Rollie & Beth Marolf, Topeka 
#4636 Wanda Euwer, Leander, TX 
#4645 Chris & Sarah Green, Wichita 
#4685 Everett Miller, Concordia 
#4691 Mary Martin, Iola 
#4737 David & Jan Vanderbilt,  
           Wamego 
#4775 Jeremy & Mandy Moyer and  
           Gaby, Andi and Cole, Piqua 
#4789 Jerry & Margaret Snyder,  
           Scott City 
#4808 Jan Stevens, Dodge City 
#4830 Julie Minks, Wichita 
#4885 Brenda, Rod, Sam, Isabel &  
          Amelia Holcomb, Overland Park 
#4920 Janet Seibel, Hutchinson 
#5038 Joanne Pridey, Salina 
#5069 Liz Sosa, Garden City 
#5078 Ed & Jan Eckroat, Piqua 
#5097 Carol Ann Carley, Kansas City 
#5276 Robert May, Topeka 
#5288 Penny Larsen, Concordia 
#5298 Gwyn Hinman, Whiting 
#5362 Len & Linda Schamber, Damar 
#5402 Barb Smith, Liberal 
#5437 Jeline Harclerode, Emporia 
#5460 Gregg Barr, Lenexa 
#5545 Denny & Gayla Swisher,  
           Marquette 

THANKS RENEWERS! 

This is a list of those who have  
renewed between the last newsletter 

and August 14. 
 

     #12 Linda Kohls, Ellsworth 
     #15 Jim Gray, Ellsworth 
     #56 Ken Lundgren, Marion 
     #58 Luann Miller, Concordia 
     #79 Leilani & Chuck Thomas, Colby 
     #92 William Krug, Medicine Lodge 
   #163 Kathleen & Steve Fawcett,  
            Lawrence 
   #168 Connie & Tom Essington,  
            Council Grove 
   #193 Georgia Maxwell, Partridge 
   #201 Otis & Carolyn Meredith, Meade 
   #258 Tom Leising, Topeka 
   #263 Judi Selzer, Sharon Springs 
   #271 Dick & Rose Gradig, Downs 
   #402 Roberta Plattner, Sabetha 
   #431 Roger & Shirley Lemmons,  
            Lawrence 
   #536 Dan & Ellen Murphy, Goddard 
   #623 Luella & Jim Robben, Oakley 
  #629 Steven & Cheri Graham,  
           Manhattan 
  #679 Dee Reid, Admire 
  #683 Mike & Carra Mayberry, Kiowa 
  #705 Debbie & John Divine, Salina 
  #743 Bud & Myrna Fair, Wichita 
  #781 Vicki Gillett, Larned 
  #835 Christine Hecke, Spring Hill 
  #889 Betty Dunhaupt, Topeka 
#1077 Rex Buchanan & Mindy James, 
           Lawrence 
#1193 Norm & Mary Frances Wilks,  
           El Dorado 
#1204 Anne Greitl, Topeka 
#1226 Kathryn Warner, Burdett 
#1251 Scott Wilson, Silver Lake 
#1354 Clinton & Delaine Stalker,  
           Satanta 
#1463 Lu & Keith Zimmer, Tecumseh 
#1503 Donna & Jerry Friesen, Newton 
#1514 Bobbie & Dave Kromm,  
           Manhattan 
#1610 Janet Parks, Rogers, AR 
#1626 Margery Heeney, Topeka 
#1660 Marge Baker, Topeka 
#1698 Phil Esau, Topeka 
#1758 Cora Schloetzer, Topeka 
#1798 Betty Kirby, Kansas City 
#1885 Ruth & Irv Hayden, Atwood 
#2002 Derek, Jennifer, Caroline &  
          Claire Schmidt, Independence 
#2013 Larry & Karen Hornbaker,  
           Wichita 
#2137 Barbara & John James,  
           Baldwin City 
#2208 Beverly & Gail Roepke,  
           Waterville 
#2268 Lee Wright & Alice Eberhart- 
           Wright, Topeka 
#2402 Glenda Owens, Garden City 

#5564 Darlene Doherty, Fort Scott 
#5565 Nanette Krumsick, Frontenac 
#5577 Virginia Vick, Arkansas City 
#5612 Ed & Marta Howe, Eskridge 
#5707 Don & Elaine Webb, Prairie Village 
#5711 Connie Mitchell, Eureka 
#5753 Maura & Mark Garcia, Lawrence 
#5758 Deb Scott, Asheville 
#5781 Jane & Eugene O'Neil, Lenexa 
#5941 Robert Ballard, Concordia 
#5942 Paula Haas, Matfield Green 
#6000 Lynn Smith, Reading 
#6005 Jan Cambridge-Lewis, Lindsborg 
#6006 John, Laura, Jacob, & Oliver  
           Goerzen, Hesston 
#6008 Carl & Barb Vincent, Basehor 
#6011 Maria & Bob Sweet, Manhattan 
#6015 Gina, Slade, Jill, Reese & Torrey  
           Adams, Wichita 
#6021 Kathy Wilhelm, Topeka 
#6023 Martha Dixon, Topeka 
#6025 Jennifer Keller, Derby 
#6032 Dan Hall, Manhattan 
#6114 Torrin Reed, Wichita 
#6121 Molly, Hayden, & Tucker Siemens,  
           McPherson 
#6136 Sonia Smith, Gardner 
#6141 Teri Bahr, Overland Park 
#6147 Amy Thompson, Liberal 
#6171 David, Kim, Randi & Liza Cooper,  
           Salina 
#6195 Kermit & Kathleen Wedel,  
           Minneapolis 
#6197 Everett & Rita Everson, Abilene 
#6204 Dorothy Thompson, Kechi 
#6215 Bill Woolen, Martinez, CA 
#6219 Steve & Carmaine Ternes, Emporia 

 #6232 Sue Brownlee, Prairie Village 

Featuring the rural culture elements of  
history, cuisine, commerce, art, customs... 
 

TOPEKA-SHAWNEE COUNTY 

LIBRARY 

 1515 SW 10th, Topeka 13 
 

 Get a healthy meal or a decadent 
treat at the Millennium Café (Mon.
-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). 

 Shop in the Chandler Boutique for 
gently-used books, magazines, 
music, movies, and gifts (Mon.-Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 12-5 p.m.). 

 Enjoy the Sabatini Art Gallery. 
 Peruse the local history and     

genealogy room.  
 Check out the rooms designed 

just for young children or teens. 
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Kansas Explorers Club Membership and Renewal Form 

 
Explorers Name __________________________________________________ Names for family membership: ______________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
First-timer __________;  Renewal ___________  ; Renewers, list your Explorer number (if you know it) _____________________________ 

 
Phone _________________________________________  E-mail __________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ______________________________________ City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip __________ 

 
Gift membership to: ________________________________________ Mailing address __________________________________________ 

 
This is a gift from:  __________________________________________________________________________  (Gift card will be enclosed). 

 

Annual dues:  Individual membership $18.61; family $30.  (Family membership prior to  #881 is grandfathered in at $18.61)  

 

 Check is enclosed  _________ or Visa or Master Card #____________________________________________________ Exp. date _______ 

 

Name on card _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

I’d like to add a donation to support the ERV research trip _______________.    My payment is for _____ years of membership. 
 

EXPLORER TRACKINGS 
 

KE #3499 Ralph Rust is in the third year of his quest 
to visit every library in Kansas.  He has made it to 87 
and shares that many have great sculptures in and 
outside of buildings and that all librarians are terrific 
people! 
 

KE’s #1073 Dustin and Kathy Walker had one of the 
best sandwiches ever at Charlie Brown’s grocery in 
Mildred15. 
 

Rick and Jane Hitchcock, KE’s #3198, took a tram ride 
into the bison herd at Maxwell Wildlife Refuge north of 
Canton16 and then enjoyed bison burgers, watermel-
on, and potato salad afterward.  They recommend the  
experience! 

Element Exploring:  PEOPLE 
 

Two Mennonite markers in Marion County3 
 
 

HILLSBORO:  In 1874, 34 families from the Crimean 
Peninsula of South Russia came over on the S.S. City 
of Brooklyn ship and established the Gnadenau vil-
lage near Hillsboro.  Located on 175th between Jade 
and Kanza Road southeast of Hillsboro, the only thing 
that remains is a tall granite marker on the south side 
of the road.  Most people lived on the north side.  The 
Gnadenau Cemetery is at 170th and Indigo, 2 miles 
south of Hillsboro. 
Note:  The Heritage Alcove in Hillsboro’s Tabor            
College Library building provides more information 
about this village. 
 

FLORENCE:  A memorial marker in the northwest 
corner of the Hillcrest Cemetery marks the mass 
grave of 300 Russian Mennonites who died from a 
smallpox epidemic in the winter of 1874-1875.  The 
story goes that 500 Mennonites were living in unheated 
boxcars after they arrived in the area in 1874.  Until 
the memorial was erected, the only evidence of the 
epidemic was a small stone with a carved bear for a 
little girl, Lelah Kirgan.  Go north of Florence on Mari-
on Street to find the cemetery. 

Featuring the rural culture element  of commerce… 

FEELING AT HOME2 
 

    Our first stop in Home City 
was at the seed store.  That’s 
where KE #5863 Pat Schramm 
swept us up like a tornado and 
made sure we saw all the new 
businesses in this mighty      
unincorporated Marshall Coun-
ty town.   Little Hap’s bar and 
grill, Swap Flops N More Bou-
tique, Family Home Treasures, 
Fisher Rock, a new conven-
ience store and gas pumps, a 
monument company and Blue 
Valley Tele-Communications.  
Family Home Treasures, locat-
ed in a renovated church, is a 

beautifully decorated and has first class inventory.   
   Many young people are involved in these business 
ownerships.  The number of times we heard these 
people say they loved living in Home spoke well for 
how the entire community supports each other.   
Thanks, Pat, for helping us see Home with new eyes. 
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FIND EACH COUNTY HERE 

THESE TOWNS COULD BE CAPITALS! 

 

Norton19 has four restored old-fashioned filling stations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seven Washington County12 towns have historic 
jails!  This one was built by the all-women city council 

in 1901 to contain the unruly men of Haddam. 

ANNOUNCING A NEW  

CAPITAL OF KANSAS 
 

Wichita County17 is the  
Barn Quilt Capital of Kansas! 

 

 46 barn quilts are placed on a variety of buildings 
and structures.  A brochure is available. 

 20 barn quilts on one-foot square boards are 
placed in planters around town with another 19 
soon to be placed. 

 Barn quilt classes have and will be held. 
 A barn quilt pattern with the words “Wichita Coun-

ty Barn Quilt Capital” will be placed on large metal 
frames at four entrances to town. 

 A mural features barn quilts. 
 

Congratulations to the community of Wichita County! 

 

Follow the guidebook research  
trip on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/ERVoyage 

Featuring the rural culture element of art... 

MAKE IT YOUR QUEST TO  

SEE BARN QUILTS! 

Franklin County18 is the first organized quilt block 
barn trail in the state.  Stringent guidelines lead you to 
quality quilt blocks on 26 barns in the county.  Find 
them at http://tinyurl.com/kq599x5 . 
 

Flint Hills Quilt Trail features barn quilts in 22 counties. 

tinyurl.com/obs2d3p . 

 


